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PSR I: g6 2437 Wagner Street, SE

Washington, DC 20020
October 12, 2020

Mr. Anthony Hood

Chairman

District of Columbia Zoning Commission

441 4™ Street, NW

Suite 200 South

Washington, DC 20001
RE: Case Number 20-09
Dear Chairman Hood,

Per your instructions, I had an intelligent and respectful conversation with Mr. Robert Miller,
Applicant/Owner of 2419 25 Street, SE, Washington, DC (proposed development project
site/vacant lot). Nevertheless, I am continuing my opposition in this case based on my thorough
research presented below:

(1) The Advisory Neighborhood Commission 8B (ANC 8B) failed to provide the impacted
community with adequate and proper public notice pertaining to the proposed
development project, failed to take minute(s) setting forth the named presenter on the
agenda for the proposed development project, voting and approval, with signatures, of all
the ANC 8B commissioners who were present and participating in this action, as is
required by the District of Columbia ANC'’s rules and procedures manual.

(2) The boilerplate, July 23, 2020, ANC 8B Resolution, that was signed only by the
Chairperson, Keeon Johnson, is unsupported by any documentation or ANC 8B
signatures of participating commissioners, was contrary to actual ANC’s protocols, rules
and procedures, and thus shall not be given “great weight” by the zoning commission in
this very important case.

(3) The Community Benefits Agreement between ANC 8B and Wagner, LLC, is flawed with
misrepresentations on multiple fronts, to wit: failed to provide the voting and approval of
ANC 8B participating commissioners signatures in support of the Community Benefits
Agreement terms, etc.

(4) 1 suggest and suspect that the funding requested for the two organizations were not
named because Chairperson Keeon Johnson and Commissioner Darrell Gaston, both have
interests in the said two organizations. As a consequence, their actions clearly
demonstrates serious conflict-of-interest concerns at best, and quid-pro-quo at worst.
(Emphasis Added). ZONING COMMISSION
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(5) Families on the Rise, Incorporated, was lawfully registered in the District of Columbia
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) on February 27, 2015
(L00005110761). The address listed for this particular business is located at 1924
Trenton Place, SE, Washington, DC 20020. The Governor of the said business is Louise
Thorne. Louise Thorne is the mother of Keeon Johnson, Chairperson, ANC 8B!

(6) The Gerald Project, Darrell Gaston, is the Executive Director. Nevertheless, the Gerald
Project is not lawfully registered on file at DCRA to conduct business in the District of
Columbia (e.g., registered incorporation or basic business license).

(7) Chairman Hood, if you consult the OP Hearing Report, page 10, dated September 10,
2020, the Zoning Commissioners will learn from the table under Uses of Special Value to
the Neighborhood X Subsection 305.5(q), under the notes category: $20,000-laptops,
$7,000-Families Rise, and $5,000-Gerald Report, that the Chairperson, ANC 8B,
withheld pertinent information from the Zoning Commission by omitting it in the ANC
8B Resolution and the Community Benefits Agreement documents that she and
Commissioner Gaston had interests in the unnamed two organizations.

(8) Mr. Robert Miller, Applicant/Owner, stated to me, via telephone conversation, that he
delivered 55 laptop computers to ANC 8B Chairperson, Keeon Johnson, for distribution
throughout 8B Commission. I am perplexed as to why the 55 laptop computers are not
being delivered solely in single member districts (8B01, 8B02, and 8B03), proposed
development site area where three elementary schools are currently located.

(9) In any event, what will happen to the remaining $14,500 if 55 laptop computers are
valued at an estimated $5,5007 Additionally, Mr. Robert Miller, Applicant/Owner, stated
to me, via telephone conversation, that he “had not” written checks to Families Rise and
Gerald Project obligated in the Community Benefits Agreement document. Thank
goodness for not writing those two checks!

(10) The July 21, 2020, Community Benefits Agreement was only signed by the ANC 8B
Chairperson and Wagner, LL.C, without any supporting documentation or signatures of
participating ANC 8B commissioners, in clear violation of well-established ANC Rules
and Procedures. Additionally, ANC 8B “did not” participate in the Zoning Commission
Hearing on September 24, 2020. Hence, cross-examination could not occur from the
opposing party.

(11) The remarks by you, Chairman Hood, that the proposed development project has strong
community support is somewhat misplaced when the Zoning Commissioners review the
attached Community Opposition Petition. (Emphasis Added).

In conclusion, Chairman Hood, I am respectfully requesting that the Zoning Commission delay
its final vote in this case, refer this case to Simon Gottlieb, Director, Office of Advisory
Neighborhood Commission, Kathy Patterson, District of Columbia Auditor, and the Board of
Ethics and Government Accountability (BEGA), for their collective review, findings, and
recommendations to be submitted to the Zoning Commission in case number 20-09 (Inspector
General’s Office, if necessary) based on my many serious concerns regarding conflict-of-interest
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violations, ethical violations, ANC Rules and Procedures violations and for any other reasons
these agencies shall find just and proper in the interest of substantial justice and fair play.

Sincerely,

Attachment (1)

Cc: Trayon White, Council Member, Ward 8
Anita Bonds, Council Member-At-Large
Chairperson, ANC 8B
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